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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 18th September 2012 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
  Colin Saunderson (CS) : Chair, Fenstanton PC 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Hunts DC 
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 
Brian Burpitt  (BB) : Earith Speedwatch 
Dave McCandless (DM) : Speedwatch 
Kate Williams  (KW) : Hemingford Grey PC 
Cathy Moore  (CM) : Colne PC 
Julie Seamark  (JS) : Earith PC 
Jeff Nichols  (JF) : Earith PC 
Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton PC 
Kath Simpson  (KS) :  Oldhurst PC 
Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC 
Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton PC 
Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

   
1 Welcomes & Apologies  
 
Apologies had been received from the following; Terry Rogers, Margaret Shardlow, Roy Fountain, Gill Prangnell, 
Graham Bull and   Ken Attwood 
 
2  Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 
 
No nominations having been received prior to the meeting, the Secretary asked for nominations for the role of Chair. 
Margaret Lumb proposed Colin Saunderson and Brian Burpitt seconded the proposal. There were no other nominations. 
CS indicated that he was prepared to accept the role. 
 
The meeting voted unanimously to appoint Colin Saunderson as Chair for the coming year.  
 
The Secretary asked for nominations for the role of Vice-Chair. CS proposed Jean Chandler, seconded by Mike Newman. 
There were no other nominations. JC indicated that she was prepared to accept the role. 
 
The meeting voted unanimously to appoint Jean Chandler as Vice-Chair for the coming year.  
 
 
 



3 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  meeting on 17th July 2012 
 
Earith Junction and Pedestrian Crossing:  
 
JS queried the information regarding the improvements mentioned as this had not been communicated to the Parish 
Council until after the last RSG meeting. BB said the information was given at the meeting by Robin Castle. 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on July 17th were approved without further amendment.  
 
4 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Sawtry Way Crossing: 
ML reported that the landholders have agreed for the ditch to be piped. Once the agreement is signed the work on the 
crossing will be actioned. 
 
Local Joint Committees: 
JC asked if Steve Criswell had responded to the email regarding the role and history of the RSG. The Secretary said that 
he had responded but only to say he was no longer on the Cabinet or involved in these issues.  
Action: JC requested that the email should be sent to his successor.No.  
 
All other matters arising are covered by agenda items. 
 
5 Correspondence 

Email from Margaret Shardlow re: St.Ives Bus Stop 

I was at a family and friends lunch of neighbours in London yesterday and met a friend of the hosts from St Ives who is 
angry about the position of the stop.  
She has already eloquently written to various 'bodies ' including Hunts Post and has taken photos of the congestion. I took 
the liberty of giving your email address to her as we thought it could support in some way your deliberations tomorrow so 
she will hopefully be contacting you . Her name is Ellen Kemp . 
I do wonder why no-one from Stagecoach and/or traffic authorities , having inevitably got wind of grumblings among the 
natives , have not stood in the vicinity taking opinions from drivers and pedestrians at different times because feelings arre 
running very high . If that comes about I would be happy to take part. 
 
6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 4 B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction – Map#5 (aka Mushroom Farm) 
Issue County used to have this high on their priority list, but it seems to have slipped off there since 

the speed-cameras went in and some improvement was noticed. From a Road Safety point of 
view it is not closed and not all accidents are being recorded.  This speed camera is now active. 
ML reported that ENVAR have got planning permission to change their entry points. If they 
make a profit they will help with a roundabout. This could happen within 5 years. 
Serious accident here on May 30th 2012 involving a cyclist. 
Two fatalities on this stretch of road on July 27th 2012. 

Meeting 
Comment 

CS had obtained some information from the web-site regarding speed camera readings. This 
road has got one of the lowest records for catching people.  
ML said that perhaps a camera is needed down the other end of the road. 
With regard to the fatal accident CS had heard incredible speeds being bandied about. The 
Inquest was held and adjourned. 
JC said we shouldn’t really comment until the facts are available. 
 
KS added that when speed camera was out of action there were so many near misses at the 
junction. This shows the importance of the cameras.  
 
BB: asked whether it said on the web-site how many hours the camera is actually operational? 



CS said he would speak to Clive Holgate about this and find out the facts re: the camera.  
DM added we should ask Clinton Hale because he processes all the prosecutions in 
Cambridgeshire.  

Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31 (New maps needed) 
Issue The Hill Rise development has alleviated most of the original problems but there is still concern 

about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a waiting area but 
there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 
CS has taken some photos to illustrate the problems. 
DM asked if any approach had been made to the school to advise the children on how best to 
cross.  

Meeting 
Comment 

CS is still pursuing this matter with the school. 

Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives – Map #46 
Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 
whole of the one way system around the Quadrant. The new bus stop here has made problems 
much worse.. 

Meeting 
Comment 

CS said that he has enough evidence to refer the CCC to the local ombudsman and the Audit 
Commission. Petzone has gathered enough evidence of people going on the pavement.  
CM said that we should take this forward as a committee. She had also reported a problem with 
a TNT lorry. 
Cambridge Building Society had reported that there are no police available to monitor parking 
especially on market days. ML had emailed Dave Saville about this. He had replied to say that 
they have other priorities at the moment but were still issuing fixed penalty notices.. 
JC asked if we had written an official letter on this subject. CS said we had not. 
JC proposed that we should write from this committee and say we do not support it.  This 
proposal was seconded by  BB:  All were  in favour. 
 
Action: OM to write to the County Council and ask for a site meeting. Send it to the chief 
executive with a copy to Bob Menzies.  

 
7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 2: Colne:  MN said there had been a meeting with CCC and 4 members from the PC. They went away with the 
intention of coming back with a scheme to put traffic calming on the 3 entrances to the village. Colne PC have been 
awarded £10000. The PC has also provided a bit of funding.  
CS advised to ensure you get something worthwhile, not like Hilton where the traffic calming is ignored. AB agreed and 
added that they had had to widen  the restriction because of long vehicles, thereby making it less effective. 
 
Item 5:  Earith: JS said they were still waiting for Minnaars. BB said the site is currently being surveyed. BB disagreed 
about the all problems at George Corner being eliminated by the Relief Road.  
JS said the minor crossing improvement proposals have now been approved by the PC.  
 
Item 6: Low Road, St. Ives  
The speeding problem is continuing. DM said they has done 29 sessions and 1322 letters had been sent out.  
 
Item 23: North Road, St Ives 
JC said has this gone quiet because we let it drop. She witnessed an incident with the buses recently where they had to go 
up on the pavement. She proposed we send another letter to the Town Council. CS volunteered to do a survey to see how 
often the buses meet. He will try and persuade Angie Ayers-Wilson to accompany him. 
 
Item 30: B1040 Double White Lines. 
CS will talk to someone regarding the white lines. There is an accident investigation officer we can contact. 
 
Item 34: Harrison Way, St.Ives 
CS said it needs action on the speed limit here first. Also a bush needs to be removed to improve visibility. St.Ives  TC 
had written  to CCC about this and never got a reply.  



 
Item 35: Marley Road, St. Ives  
Area Traffic Joint Committee are supposed to be doing something about this. The next meeting is October 22nd and ML 
will be going to this.  
 
8 SpeedWatch Report    -    David McCandless: 

 
 



 
Police support: This has completely disappeared. DM asked if anything had been sent to the police on this subject. OM 
said that it had but he had not received any response. He would resend it. DM said that on the reverse of the handout is an 
article which shows what can be achieved with police support in the form of a camera van. 
 
Operational Changes: The decision has been taken not to take action against drivers who are doing 35mph but then who 
slow when they see the Speedwatch activity. Speedwatch are not recording their details but are still putting them on the 
sheets.  
 
Speedwatch Signs: We have been trying to get sense out of various people about this. Wimpole have not heard back from 
them either. It is a year since this was first mooted and Amanda May said she would support it. All we’ve asked them is to 
do something they have supported. We want to know the specification. We also just want to put up one sign. 
 
AB said he had also had a fight about a speed limit sign. He received a reply about the sign regulations. It appears we can 
put up camera signs. 
DM said that as an alternative we got put them on the VASs.  
JS added that Earith had also not got a reply from their query about signs. 
JC asked if the PCs listed in the Speedwatch reports also get the minutes of the RSG meetings. Eg. Abbots Ripton.  
She suggested we send an information letter to all the PCs on the Speedwatch list. This was agreed. 
 
9 Speed Limit Consultation 
 
Some PCs had discussed 20 mph limits. JS said that Earith PC had asked about it in relation to Earith school. Joe Challis 
said they couldn’t enforce the 20mph  limit.  AB added that it costs £300 just for a post. The total cost would be £500.  
DM said that the police can enforce if it is an actual ACPO limit. The equipment can deal with this speed. 
 
10 Reports from Members 
 
Colne, CM: New white lines have been put on the Colne-Somesham road and they seem to be effective.  The Green Man 
corner has a problem. Thatched roof work is causing obstruction. But people do seem to be slowing down. 
 
Pidley, MN: Does anyone go near Great Addington in Northamptonshire? There are unusual Police signs by the side of 
the road which he has not seen anywhere else. DM will have a look on Google maps. 
 
Oldhurst, KS:  Our signs will be going up soon and we will have our 30mph limit. Dhe has also reported to the police 
several instances of  young lads from Huntingdon on motorbikes going very fast. This usually seems to happen about 
5pm.  
  
Speedwatch, DM:  He had heard that the Neighbourhood Forums are coming back. Victor Lucas is the man to ask. DM 
will forward the email to OM.  Also, he still can’t get the 20 mph sign looked at on Hill Rise. The lights are flashing but 
the 20MPH  isn’t. It’s been broken for a month. This committee should be concerned that there is no action here. JC 
suggested we should write to Kevin Reynolds who is the councilor responsible. DM added that it could be the contractor 
who is causing the delay. 
 
Hunts DC, JC: Asked if there was  update on the March Lane problem. There are no lines on the side of the road  and it is 
hard to see in the dark.  You can’t see where the ditch is. We should follow up on the correspondence. Also a lot of work 
is going on to replace cats eyes. We should ensure that they are all replaced. 
 
Fenstanton, CS: He had been round the town looking at road signs covered in algae and had cleaned a few. One speed 
camera sign was completely obscured. Does anyone else have some signs that need to be cleaned? JS said they had 
problems with some signs. She contacted Jason Tyrell at CCC and they came out and cleaned them.  
 
11 AOB     None 
 

12 Next Meeting -  November 20th.  


